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SUBJECT: MADAME JEANNE SUAVE, MINISTER OP THE ENVIRONMENT 
NOPORN 

POR SCI/EN- BENGELSDORF 

REF: TELECON BENGELSDORF/HUDSON, SEPT. 16, 1974 

1. THE POLLOWING INPORMATION IS PROVIDED IN RESPONSE TO REPTELECON 
IN WHICH SCI/EN REQUESTED EMBASSY VIEWS CONCERNING THE SUITABILITY 
OP CANADA'S MINISTER OP THE ENVIRONMENT, MADAME JEANNE SUAVE, 

POR THE POSITION OF CHAIRMAN OF THE OECD ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE: 
MADAME SUAVE WOULD HAVE THE ADVANTAGES OP (A) FLUENCY IN BOTH 
ENGLISH AND PRENCH, (B) A CHARMING PERSONALITY, AND (C) NO KNOWN 

A PRIORI BIASES AGAINST THE U.S. OR ANY OF OUR MAJOR ENVIRONMENTAL 
POSTIIONS. 

2. DESPITE POREGOING ADVANTAGES, DEPT SHOULD BE AWARE IN CON- 
SIDERING SUPPORT FOR MADAME SUAVE OP THE POLLOWING BACKGROUND: 
A. MADAME SUAVE IS A JOURNALIST AND HAS BOTH ASSETS AND LIABILITIES 
OP A GOOD JORNALIST. AMONG THE FORMER MUST BE COUNTED CURIOSITY 
AND AGGRESSIVENESS; AMONG THE LATTER MUST BE COUNTED VIRTUALLY 
NO BACKGROUND IN SCIENTIPIC OR ENVIRONMENTAL APPAIRS AND VERY 
LITTLE DEMONSTRATED INTEREST IN ACQUIRING SUCH SUBSTANTIVE 
BACKGROUND. 
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B. DURING HER TENURE AS MINISTER OE STATE EOR SCIENCE AND 
TECHNOLOGY, SHE ACQUIRED THE REPUTATION OE BEING MORE INTERESTED 
IN THE SOCIAL SCIENCES AND PUTTING THE NAME OE HER MINISTRY BEEORE 
THE PUBLIC THAN IN DEVELOPING A HARDHITTING, WELL-ORGANIZED PROGRAM 
TO SUPPORT CANADIAN SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY. 

C. A EINAL POINT TO BE CONSIDERED IS THAT MADAME SUAVE HAS 
DEMONSTRATED A WILLINGNESS TO SUPPORT HER BIASES IN THE FACE 
OE TRADITION. MOST CANADIAN MINISTRIES ATTEMPT TO PRESERVE 

SOME BALANCE BETWEEN ANGLOPHONE AND ERANCOPHONE SENIOR OEEICIALS. 
DURING HER TENURE AS MINISTER OF STATE EOR SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY, 
SHE BLANTANLTY "PACKED” THE MINISTRY WITH A VIRTUALLY SOLID 
PHALANX OF FRANCOPHONES IN SENIOR POSITIONS. 

3. EMBASSY IS NOT EULLY AWARE OE THE DEBT'S PLANS EOR THE FUTURE 
UTILIZATION OE THE OECD ENVIRONEMNTAL COMMITTEE. UNDER CERTAIN 
CIRCUMSTANCES WE CAN VISUALIZE A SITUATION WHEREIN MADAME SUAVE 
MIGHT PERFORM CREDITABLY AND BE A NET ASSET. IN VIEW OE THE ABOVE 
INEORMATION, HOWEVER, WE WOULD RECOMMEND CAUTION IN SEEKING OR 
SUPPORTING HER CANDIDACY. 

PORTER 
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